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That Is What Taxation Means Now-a- -

Days to the Suffering People of

Chicago.

Side-Burn- s Baker Makes His Usual Yawp

About Pure Primaries and Over-Pai- d

Police,

But Fails to Say Anything About the Tax-Dodge- rs

Who Do the
Bribing.

Mayor Swift Gives Him Some Valuable Hints,
However, in Strong, Terse, Plain

Terms.

only step from position
which local luxation drift-ci- l

conllseutlon.
lilumo

"public spirited citizens," who
flll'lll IllcmsclVOS IIHSOflUtlMIH

purpose cleaning alleys de-

fending companies Hint
people, wlili'h from frozen Stiv-
ers.

These "public Hpli'll'il citizens"
fl'llllWS Willi lllllll- - Asscssoi-- s

make their taxes low. then howl
iiIhiiii "pure primaries."

Chicago's leaders "public spirit"
riiliMiiv gladly commit per-Jur- y

osnipit payment JiinI per-soii-

property "who hes-

itate roninilt bribery Interest
estate viiliiiillnii.

This exaggeration.
taxable viilimllon Chicago, ac-

cording Assessors' hooks,
twenty iiiIIIIiiiih dollars y

than twenty years ago!
elty times linger y

than then!
litirileiiM government tax-

ation, tints shirked rich,
upon shoulders pool',
result enormous Increase
taxes honiMt people
uffnrd stand raise.

Jumped from iflOo
IHltt.

This action State
Hoard Kquullwitlon, body kept
existence purpose helping
"public spirited citizens"

their Just dues.
State Hourd Just waits until

Assessors have llxed their liookH.

meantime "public .qilrlted"
inllllonalres have llxed things

State ahead.
aheinl, adds

lots, lands
personal property been

honestly assessed.
This hurts small taxpayer,

fellow taken himself.
town North Chicago surfera

than either Mouth Went
Towns.

criterion
Figures
Here comparative statement

rates town North Chi-
cago years IMKMM-r- i $100,

equalized State Hoard:

Mate.

County..

School.

Lincoln

Pointed Iiiitrlitt'ilnt-kii,,.-.

sanitary

ruMlis Mln-nr-

Total...

The State Hoard added assessors'
valuation lSlKi, cent, lots,

cent, lauds tent,
personal property.

Now, what remedy this?
number leading citizens,

whom posted sub-

ject from personal experience, spoke
matter Commercial Club

liquet Saturday night.
Mayor Swift spoken open-

ing,'' giving statement Chicago's
monetary embarrassments what
considered their cause. Joseph Medlll

followed with suggestions rem-ed- y

considered practicable, then
William Baker, President

Civic reiteration ami the Hoard of
Trade, was asked by President King
to make an address.

Mr. Maker took occasion lit criticise
the present administration, ami It was
this which provoked the sensational
reply of Hie Mayor. The sliiteiuents to
which Mayor Swlfl took the strongest
exceptions were these:

"1 Know of mi reason why Insiiillelcnt
hcrvlcc In the t'lty Mall should be paid
a hlglur nite of wages than merchants
pay for luelllcleut service for the same
bonis of labor. The policemen of this
city (ire paid higher wages than nine,
leutlis or them could get In any other
service for which they are capable.

"I read In a newspaper a statement
made by the chairman of the I'lnuncc
Committee- -1 may be allowed to refer
lo, It, for he Is u uicniltcr of the domi-
nant parly that four men are employ-
ed where two eotihl do the work, ami
some are employed In minor services
who me not required at all. Now, 1

do not know that this Is a true state-
ment. I would like to see the reform
begin light there. I .el us cut our coal
iiccorillng to the cloth we have. That,
is what you would do, Mr. Chairman,
If an emergency should arise In your
business.

"There Is a great ileal of feeling In the
town now about giving franchises In
the streets to cable railroads ami to
other corporations without compensa-
tion. I ilo mn believe a single nil I road
or other corporation should even lie
allowed to use the streets without com-
pensation to the city."

Mr. linker hail hardly sat down when
.Mayor Swift was on his feet to reply.
He was highly wrought up ami spoke
with a total disregard of the reception
ills words might receive. Still lie gave
but little outward sign or excitement
more than speaking in a more than or-

dinary Impressive tone, ami his sen-
tences were pronounced slowly, ami
each one carefully weighed before be-

ing formulated. He was cvhhntly
inuch In earnest ami his audience lis-

tened in amazement, but with deep at-

tention while he spoke as follows:
"The gentleman has referred to a

statement supposed to have been made
by a member of the City Council In
which ho said there were four men do-
ing tho work where two only were

In answer to that 1 will stale

twin iHtll. IHII.'I. 1H0'.

HI .91 .ill
.70 7(17-1- 0 .77K-1- 0 .77K-I- 0

,,..','.o:ii
...,:i.l'.M' 6.115 1.70 1 .0(1 0 4.77 o

.III ,'J1 .uin-i- .1(1 !M0

.n: .74 01 7-- .74

,'.M .10 ,ni mo .SO 0

I. no ,f0 ,&0

.30 .10 0 ,10 .J I

10.023-1- 0 7.07 7.0KN-I- 7.00

It Is absolutely untrue. I will further
state that In conversation with tho
Commissioner of Public Works h told
mo he had nlno men repairing bridges
and viaducts, and four of tho tiluo kept
their berths through the Aldermen,

"Ho speaks of Increased revenues
from saloons. What Is tho question
which presents Itself to the saloon-keepe- r

when asked to lucrcaso his license?
This Is It: Why not make tho tax-dodg-

come to tho front ami pay his
Just proijortlon of the taxes, and until
you do that don't go to tho saloon man
and ask him to pay more.

"Tho present Mayor, within sixty
days, has vetoed a half-dose- n ordln- -

SVT&- -

INOEPtNOENI IN ALL THINGS. NEUTRAL IN NONE."

CHICAGO, SATURDAY, JANUARY I, 1890-TWK- IVK PACES.

GEN. R. J. SMITH,
A Loader In the Insurance Worlc? Secretary ol the Traders Insurance Company.

miees passed by your representatives
giving space In the streets to

who came to the
Common Council ami asked fur them.

"Who Is It that comes Into the Com-
mon Council and asks for such privi-
leges V Who Is It who are accused of
oiTerlng bribes for such franchises? 1 1

Is Just the same ones, the same prom-
inent citizens Hint come into the same
Council Chamber and ask them to glvo
them the right to occupy space under
your streets.

"I tell you llirse questions eonio home.
Talk about anarchy; talk about breed-
ing Hie spirit or communism! What
dues It more than the representative
citizen or Chicago, your high-tone- d

business men, your pat riot le men, your
prominent citizens or Chicago are the
men who knock at the door of the Coun-
cil and ask for Illegal franchises? It N
not the common people.

"Take tho remedy, then, Into your
own homes, into your circle of promi-
nent business men, ami teach them pa-

triotism, I rcl'ute the statement that
this government Is not economically ad-
ministered. It Is.

"Who Hxt'M the salaries or the police?
Your representatives, the people whom
you send to the Council. There Is much
for you gentlemen, representative men,
ami 1 believe I address representative
iiieii, business men successful business
men lo do and you have a duty to per-
form.

"Who bribes Hie Common Council 7

It is not men In Hie common walks ol'
lire. They are men In your own walks
of life, sitting by your llresldes, at your
clubs.

"Is It your men In the common walks
of life that demand bribes ami who re-

ceive bribes at the hands or the legis-

lative bodies or the Common Council?
No. It Is your irpresonlatlve cltl.en.
your capitalists, your business men.
When have they come to the front,
either Individually or collectively, and
Inveighed against this matter of ob-

taining franchises? When will they
come to the front, Individually or col-

lect Ively, ami ask of the ( 'ommon ( 'nun-el- l
adequate remuneration for the city?

Never, to my knowledge.
"Who Is responsible for the condition

of affairs in the city of Chicago? Your
representative business men. If an as-

sessor grows rich while in ortlce, with
whom does he divide? Not with the
common people. He divides with the
man who tempts him to make a low
assessment, not the man who has the
humble little house, but the capitalist
and the business man. These are plain
words, but they are true.

"I will tell you a good work for your
Civic Federation, lirother linker, and
I believe you are honest, and 1 have
found you honest In every endeavor,
Conllnu your theories ami efforts In the
next three mouths to elect to the City
Council six or eight represi'iitntlve bus),
ness men, (Jive me Lyimin J. Ungo
from tho Twenty-secon- d Ward; give,
me Charles Ii. Fnrwell from his ward;
glvo me K. 1. Keith from the Second
Ward. Lot them come over any Mon-
day night and witness tho scenes I have
witnessed, and they will cense talking
about theories, ami understand better
tho conditions which face the citizens
uml the city of Chicago."

"I have nothing to take back or
uiueud," said Mayor Swift after It was
over. "Thoro Is ouo thins, however,
I had la mind, but forgot to say In my

speech. When Hie I'nlon Loop ordi-
nance was under consideration these
same ineti came to me and begged me
under no consideration to demand any
recompense for the city, as Hie loop
was such a necessary thing. Then they
went Into court afterwards mid under
oath acknowledged they had received
from .f.",(ii(i to Xl.",iiiii apiece for giving
their consent to Hie pas:ige of that
same ordinance."

WHAT Jill, THOMAS .YH.

The I'rcMcnt h'nutli Town Anxcinor
Aurccs with 111 j .Muor,

Ambrose 1.. 'Ilioinns, South Town
Assessor, lu commenting on the Swift
ami linker speeches, said:

"From my own experience I know the
Mayor Is perfectly right In saying (he
present system of assessments Is aliso- -

lately wrong uml Inadequate. It must
be changed. The thing cannot go on as
it Is much longer. The radical fault Is
the shortness ol time allowed the as-

sessors for doing the work. It Is simply
a physical ami human Impossibility for
any man lo make equitable assessments
In Justice to himself or to the property-owner- s

lu the length of time now al-

lowed.
"There must be some new way to gel

at It. Tlie best plan I could think of
would be for a board of, say, three as-
sessors for the whole city, elected for a
term of not less than three years; possi-
bly It would be better If the term were
live years. It would ho mi good plan to
have the assessors elected at different
times, mi Hint the terms of all three
would not expire the same year. The
usstxsor'x ottlec should be open Hie
whole year round. New assessments
on rent estate should be iniiile once ev-

ery four years. All assessments should
be tuaile on tut mil cash valuation or
on mi m'.iltrary percentage of Hie cash
valuation, With plenty of competent 1

help I think tills would come near
remedying the evil.

"As at present handled the Assessor's
olllce is open from May 1 to .Inly l,
and Hie clement of time is the worst
feuiure or the system. When a new
man lakes the otllee lie hits no time to
make new assessments. Tho old ones
go through on precedent, mid In many
cases they have been doing this for
years. It Is ridiculous to think of fair
assessments In the time the assessor
has to do the work.

"This Is my llrst year lu the olllce ami
It will be my last. I have had enough.
1 am not a candidate for Ion.
When I took the otllee nine-tenth- s of
Hie assessments went through on t.

There was nothing else to do.
Wo worked day mid night and ou Sun-
days right up to the last day, ami I

am willing to go ou record as saying
that no man can make equitable assess-
ments under tho present system,

"There Is no wuy to dodge the assess-
ment. I suppose what tho Mayor meant
was a property-owne- r might Influence
tho assessor's office to mnko a low as-
sessment. Tho owner has redress for
too high assessments, but nobody Is go-lu- g

to cpmplaiu If Ills assessment Is
too low. I do not know how tho sys-
tem can bo chnnged unless by act of
Legislature. This would ho a good
lime to chungo It, now that discussion
of tho thing has been sturled.

"Under tho present system if a mis-
take Is uindo It Is likely to run along
for years before a now assessment Is

made. It Is manifest to everybody
that all assessments should be made on
the same pcrccutiigc of valuation mid
taxes for all parts of the city should be
equitable. 'I his Is not so ut present. I

never had any meeting with the other
assessors. Knch part of the city Is now
on uu apparently Independent basis,
lit til,, llilrtv.itlnt tnu'iu itl' I'.titl; I'.tntt.
iy lust year about ffUjmi.nnii In taxes
were raised. My otllee, or the South

l Town of Chicago, raised .S'I.'.'oi.imkj of
the whole amount.

"The system must be changed, and
changed soon. I think the best tlilicr
to do Is to combine the towns of the
city Into one for assessment purposes.
Then I would haven Hoard of Assess.
ors, each of whom should have u good,
big salary. I do not believe lu one As-

sessor for tlie whole city. Tile olllce
carries too much responsibility for one
man, not to mention the enormous
amount of work. The Assessors might
select their help from the Heal Hstate
Hoard and get men of knowledge uml
competence.

"The Mayor Is right In lids. I know
tunny unjust assessments creep in un-

der the present system, because there
Is mi time to look them up. If a deputy
reports a wrong valuation the Assess-
or lias no way or llmllug it out until
too late. The Assessorshlp Is now a po-

litical olllce for one year, and the man
who gets It can't know much about It

before Ids term Is ended. It Is too vast
and too Important for one man to ban-li-

The taxes of n community ought
to be looked after more carefully than
almost anything else. It Is a shame
that an expert buyer can 'buy' buck
taxes for less than a man who tins not
been doing such business right along.
The system must be bettered. It Is
sure to be Improved If changed at all,
for it could not be worse than It Is
now."

JOHN in; Kovr.N's cm:ak-cu- t'

VJKWH.

The Veteran Hunker (Uvea Ills Ideas
on the Hutijcct.

IdIiii Ho Kitveu says: rnfoitnnately
I am unable to tell how the Assessors
divide their boodle. There are un-

doubtedly abuses III the service. As-

sessments are not fairly divided be-

tween the large mid small property
owners. If there could be a Just as-
sessment of all properly It would su
raise the total valuation the bonded In-

debtedness could be increased If the
Council thought advisable. Reputable
business men do not try more to be al-

dermen, largely because of the associ-
ates they would encounter In tho Coun-
cil. If the body was composed of re-

spectable, well-know- n business men,
nearly any ouo lu Chicago requested to
do so by his friends would esteem It n
duty If not a privilege to try for tho po-

sition of alderman. In my ward are
many good men who might be selected,
Among them are W. L. Kcrfoot, J. X.
.lewett, V. It. Ijwrabee, W. F. Keep,
mid O. V. Fuller, till well adapted for
the place, Itusliiess men who occupy
sidewalks should be made to pay the
city for the privilege, I do not think
the police are overpaid. They may be
lu Individual cases, No franchise
should In; grunted by the Council with-
out some pecuniary return. No, I do
not care to be an aldcruiau,
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NUMBER

ll. W. POTTER FEARS A REVOLT.

He Says that the People Are Deter-
mined Not to Be Taxed to

Death,

And Points Out Some Frightful Injustices

Practiced in the Name of

the Law.

John De Koven, the Vateran Banker, Opens
Up on the Subject in Delightful

Fashion.

South Town Assessor Ambrose L. Thomas
Agrees with Mayor Swift and Makes

Suggestions.

"Our system taxation Infernal.'
Potter. "What called

middle poorer classes know
result they getting ripe

revolution. They con-
tinue under such system. They
believe, they right great
e.t,eut. wealthier classes free,
while poorer bear burden

luxation."
Holier study

gray stone residence I.uke Shore
drive speaking general
subject Mayor Swirt's reply

linker Commercial Club ban-
quet, when what given above.

Potter discussed length sub-
ject municipal reform, with special
reference taxation, points

champion cause
poor.

Surrounded personal property
whose value could only guess,
advocated making public
miiiiiI property books giving

right taxed poor
Inspection actual

property richer neighbor wheih- -

been equitably adjusted

believe actually, Potter,
there danger revolution"

"You know," quick answer,
"how Utile takes things
uproar, thing discussing

little. know year
summer, when strike
moll burning destroying, there

sympathy violent
actors quarters where

other dajs such sym-
pathy. People what called
belter class much, their
faces showed they condemn
strongly spirit which prompted
deeds. truth great
middle better classes people

they geitlng whal they
should, reeling growing.

"We employ time be-

tween (1,HM) nearly
whom trying their H-

ide homes. 1'ndcr Iniquitous sys-
tem taxation they paid levy

limit, while richer people
comparatively free, uml, mark

poorer people knew
taxed .fotMi residence

workliigmau cottage
elsewhere taxed Yono, there ought

which
compelled what ought

place there should
commission d hon-

est value realty
city Improvements thereon.
These values should accessible

then poorer read-
ily whether paying tuxes
proportion value holding
than richer neighbor,

"The personal property another
thing which poorer people com-
plain. There discrimination,
facts should made
known then who thinks
unjust discrimination been nmilu

house Potter Palmer's
house have )mld what

ours, been 'made
what poor people kuow
present system they
suffer reason

"Tho power wealth brings
used means need

Hindu richer poor poorer,
hale government

hold together another century
prevailing thing

There enough putting one's
another's place world.
who about some-

thing hurt Interests
poorer neighbor chance iiluccs

32(5.

with him menially for a lew minutes
ami ask himself If lie would like to be
treated the same way. Mere Is a gnoil
chance, then, for the application of the
golden rule. If men only could gel to
realizing how others leel there would
be a chance for better government.

"Mayor Swift said one tiling lust
nl-'-

lit which will nppial to the reeling
of the middle class. If, I say again,
we may so call It. 'Who pays bribes
for irauclilscsV It is not the middle
class.'"

"Not to Interrupt you. Mr. Poller,
who does do the bribing';'

"That Is for you to answer. I cannot
do It speclilcally.

"The present system of things politi-
cal prevents business unii from going
into public life. Our system ol elective
franchise Is nearly fatal to tlie proper
giivirtimeut of huge cities. If there
were only some way of running tlie
municipality mi a business basis. There
nre Mime business men who could give
the time to go into tlie Council. Imt it
would be Impossible for enough of
them to gel lu to be of service. They
would form a hopeless minority, ami,
us far as they werecoticeined, It would
be a waste of time.

"There are men lu Hie Commercial
Chili wlio, if they could be given the
power, could lake hold of Hie city gov-
ernment and run It ou business princi-
ples for live years, say, and at the end
of thai lime the municipality woith, be
lu n better condition iliiniicinll.v ami
from a health standpoint than ever be-

fore. Practically every man lu the
Comiilerclal ('lull Is Indebted to Chi-
cago for what he Is Kuvirou-iiieu- t.

as much as personal elt'orl, has
aided hltn uml he owes a duty to the
city which he should pay, but how he
can pay it under the existing older of
things Is a question. All tlie members,
would go lu if they could mid work
as in a business concern. Some person
or people must give up the time to
think out a menus of changing mai-
lers. As they now are we are dilft-lu- g

on to a revolution.
"It is an absurdity to have sixty-eig- ht

Aldermen. I.ei us haven gienlly
i educed number and let there be legis-
lation to tlx Ilrml.v the resnoiislbllitv
as well as the power ou those who go
into olllce In Hie City Hall.

"Special privileges should be paid
for, and paid for well. Croat corpinu-tloti- s

should lie made to pay In iironor- -
Hon to what they get. Then, ngiiiii,
some system should be devised mi peo
ple who use Hie roadway pavement
should pay for It. The abutters should
pay for nutting It down, hut nmiiv of
these abutters are poor mid do not ihle
lu carriages, yet they are obliged lo
pay for repairing after the rich mini's
vehicle has worn the roadway out.

"Thoro ought to be some way to fix
this matter. The present system Is un-

just, People ought not to he allowed
to block the walks witli uoods nor tint
streets with wagons. Horses arcullow- -

ed to stand along the curbs for hours.
as though Chicago were a country
town.

itcforin ought to be begun, ami at
once. This talk of Chicago being loo
young to reform these long standing
abuses Is all rot. Swift knows what is
wanted. Let him stir things, It will
be provocative of good,

"We need legislation, of course, The
llrst step to that must he tho sending
to Snrluglicld of the right kind of men
lo see that we get what wo need."

Tho (Invernor of Kentucky only
promises 1,200 men for military scrvleo
lu tho ovcut of war with England, It
must have been his Intention to muster
In nobody bencnth tho rank of colonoL


